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Great British Tidy Up 2026
Once again, we had an excellent turnout for this year’s roadside verge litter-
picking event, with four volunteers for each road. We also had five reserves
who were not needed, although one hardy volunteer went out on both Saturday
and Sunday.

We had nice sunny weather for both days, which made the whole thing more
enjoyable and the litter was less soggy.

Interestingly, this year we ‘only’ collected 16 bags of rubbish compared to 33
last year, probably because last year was the first litter-pick for some time,
whereas this year was only one year’s worth of rubbish.

If the Pusey end of Buckland Road was anything to go by, this year’s drinks of
choice were cider, lager and Red Bull, and the favourite crisp flavour was salt
and vinegar!
 

Ode to Charney Litter pickers
Happy pickers of litter are we,
Cleaning roads wherever we be.
Cans for lager, packets for crisps,
All gets bagged, so there’s nothing to see.

Charney Bassett Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Wednesday 11th March 2026 in the Village Hall.

Amongst the items that were discussed were the Unitary Local Government
Options: residents in the Vale of White Horse district have been encouraged to
respond to the government consultation on options to reorganise local councils
– you can find out more on the Vale of White Horse District Council website.

Decisions on planning applications for a dog walking area at Charney Manor
and for restoration work and alterations to the Chequers Inn are expected in the
next few months, and these were discussed under Planning Matters. If you’re
interested, there is now an active website for the Chequers,
www.chequersinncharney.co.uk, which will carry updates until the pub is ready
to open its doors, at which point a revised website will be launched that will
include details of menus, events, bookings and so on.

County Councillor Lee Evans presented a report including news of planned
repairs and improvements to pavements in the village, as shown in the map
below. At present, work is expected to take place in the autumn, but Mr Evans
is seeing if anything can be done to bring that forward.

Draft minutes from the March meeting can be found here. 

Trevor Brown (Parish Clerk) can be contacted at
parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk

Parish councillors’ details can be found at www.charneybassett.org.uk/council-
parish/parish-council/

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 13th May at
7.30pm in the Village Hall. Residents are very welcome to attend.

 

Did you know…?
Charney Bassett has a Community-Led Plan. Amongst other things, this plan
helps to influence planning decisions taken in the village and has been the
foundation for highway safety initiatives undertaken by the Parish Council (in
conjunction with the County Council). These latter initiatives have included
installing white gates at village entrances (Buckland Road should be finished in
the coming months), the 20 mph speed limit and the Movable Vehicular
Activated Speed (VAS) signs. We are currently trying to get a Weight
Restriction Order as a means of keeping heavy lorries out of the village.

The current Plan was produced in 2016, so it is approaching 10 years’ old, so it
is an appropriate time to consider refreshing it. Do you have issues that if
solved might improve village life in some way? Or do you think that things are
okay as they are and that a new Plan is not needed? The Parish Council would
like to hear from you either way. Speak to one of the Parish Councillors or, if
you prefer, email the Clerk.

Initial consultation with Vale of White Horse Planners suggests a Plan of this
type is best produced by a residents’ group. If there is sufficient enthusiasm to
refresh the Plan, the Parish Council will help set up a Steering Group. Might
you be able to join a group of similar-minded residents to help re-write the Plan
and pave the way for the next 10 years? The Parish Council will be on hand to
help at any stage and can help liaise with the Vale, who can also inject
expertise if needed.

Please give it some thought and do let the Parish Council know what you think
– it will help us decide the best way forward.

 

A reminder: Oxfordshire County Council is coming off X
If you want to be kept up to date with the latest news and information from
Oxfordshire County Council, please follow them on WhatsApp:

Follow OCC’s WhatsApp news channel for the latest news, alerts, and
more from across the county – straight to your phone

To stay ahead with traffic updates, follow OCC’s WhatsApp travel channel
for the latest travel alerts, road closures and disruptions

Alternatively, you can follow OCC on BlueSky – @oxfordshirecc.bsky.social
 

Calling people who like climbing ladders…
Please get in touch with Steve Champion if you are willing to help him with re-
locating the vehicle activated speed signs. Under council rules, these should be
moved every month or so, but they are quite heavy and high up, and more than
one person is needed for the task.

Calling for volunteers to become FixMyStreet Super
Users!

Any member of the public can use FixMyStreet to report issues on the public
highways but a Super User is trained to raise works orders, within criteria, for
potholes, footpaths, kerbs and blocked drains. Orders go straight to the
contractor for them to fix within 28 days.

A Super User can be a Parish Clerk, Councillor or Resident. Full training,
equipment and ongoing support will be provided.

If you would be interested in becoming a Super User, please contact the Parish
Clerk, Trevor Brown, at parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk and he will share
the role description with you and let you know how to apply.

Charney History - The Clarke Tapes
Bill Clarke lived in Charney Bassett for some 80 years before moving to Thame.
He was also Chairman of the Parish Council. He died in 2021 aged 101 and is
buried in St Peter’s graveyard (13 October 2021).

Bill wrote about his life in Charney in ‘A Charney Lad’. He was ever present at
village events from the late 1970s until the late 1990s and donated many video
tapes of various events such as Fêtes, Feasts, Flower Festivals, CADS
(Charney Amateur Dramatic Society) performances and May Queen Crowning
to the parish. More tapes have since been passed to Joe Ody and he has
transferred all of them onto DVD.

There’s a wealth of historical stuff (albeit relatively recent history) on them and,
who knows, you may discover something about village life that you never knew!
The DVDs and tapes are held by Joe Ody so please get in touch if you would
like to view them; there is a list of what we have and more information on the
Charney History website here.

As ever you can read about much more about Charney on the Charney History
Website. There is always more to find out about our village and if you have any
information or pictures to include, please do get in touch at
charney.history@btinternet.com.

Charney Arms Pop-up Pub and Quiz night
The Charney Arms Pop-up Pub at the Village Hall continues to prove popular! If
you haven’t joined us yet, please do – you’ll be very warmly welcomed. We
open the doors at 7pm on the last Friday of the month, and the evening
includes a friendly quiz. Everyone brings their own drinks, and it’s always a
lively, sociable event.

Our quizzes include some music rounds, popular culture and general
knowledge, all of which are designed to be fun rather than too taxing. If you’ve
been thinking about coming along, now is the perfect time! If you can’t
assemble a team, please still come along – we will be happy to introduce you to
others and make sure you’re included.

To help cover the cost of the hall hire and quiz prizes, we ask for a donation of
£2.50 per person.

We hope to see you soon! Please book your place via Charney Facebook
group or by email to jacquie.hamilton@chaft.org

Charney’s new bus service may be about to change
Subject to approval from the Traffic Commissioner, there will be important
changes to the new First and Last Mile community bus routes from Monday
13th April.

The 401 Monday service to Wantage will now call at Orchard Close, Charney
Bassett, at 09.56 and serve Sainsburys in Wantage as well as the Health
Centre and Market Place. The return journey will still depart from the Market
Place at 12.15.

Although FLM have had few passengers from Charney Bassett to Wantage,
they have received requests for a bus to Witney. As a result, FLM has
submitted a request to the County Council and the Traffic Commissioner to
revise its current 402 service to serve Charney Bassett and Gainfield. This
service runs on a Thursday to Faringdon where it then becomes the 409
service to Witney. If approved, from Thursday 16th April it would be possible to
travel direct by bus from Charney Bassett to both Faringdon and Witney!

Timetables have still to be published but the 402 bus would leave Orchard
Close, Charney Bassett, at 09.36 and arrive in Faringdon Market Place at
10.03, and Witney Market Square at 10.33. The return service would leave
Witney Market Square at 12.15 and Faringdon Market Place at 12.45. FLM
always planned to review its services and remains prepared to tweak services
to meet passenger requests where possible. Only time will of course tell if the
bus to Faringdon and Witney proves to be better supported than that to
Wantage – perhaps because there is another bus to Wantage on a Wednesday.

As a not-for-profit Community Transport operator, FLM knows that it will never
run commercially viable services but the aim with these new services is to try
and make them sustainable. Certainly, FLM will give these new services every
opportunity to succeed but public support is crucial. Please support this
initiative if you are able.

Charney 100 Club Draw
The results of the March draw are:

£25 No 54 – Katie Cox

£10 No 106 – Cassandra and Steve Higham

Congratulations to our winners!
 

Don’t forget to pay subscriptions for 2026/27!
With March now here, it’s time to renew your subscription for the April 2026–
March 2027 draws. If you paid by standing order last year, please check that
your payment is due to be sent in the next few weeks. If you previously paid by
bank transfer, you’ll need to instruct your bank to send £12 for each number
you hold in the draw. Remember to include your surname and your 100 Club
number(s) as the payment reference.

You may find it easier to switch from a bank transfer to an annual standing
order so your subscription renews automatically in future years. For those who
prefer to pay in cash, Jo Garner or Evelyn Campbell will try to reach you before
the end of March. If you have any questions or need to confirm the bank
details, please email charney100club@gmail.com — we aim to reply within 48
hours.

There are still a few numbers available if you’d like to join the 100 Club or
purchase additional numbers. Just contact us at the email address above.

Thank you in advance for your support, which helps fund the upkeep of the
playing field and the Village Hall.

Eve and Jo

CHARNEY HALL & FIELD TRUST
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Wednesday 15th April
at 7pm in the Village Hall

Agenda will be posted on the Village Website and CHAFT Facebook page
by 8th April

To ask a question please contact
secretary@chaft.org

Gardening tips for April
Spring has officially sprung; dandelions, primroses, and crocuses have all shot
up from the once frosty soil. And you’ll be pleased to hear that April marks the
start of the sowing season – this is where the fun begins!

Here are some top tips on how to bring more wildlife (and a splash of colour
while you’re at it) into your garden, community green space, or any outdoor
patch you can get your hands on – big or small, there’s always a job to be
done.

Plant for pollinators
Now is your time to start planting native plants, flowers and more. Planting
nectar-rich flowers will attract winged beauties, such as butterflies and bees,
and provide a vital food source later in the year. Try plants such as Snake's
Head Fritillary, Forget-Me-Not, or a climber like Honeysuckle, which will also
attract moths and bats in the summer.

Honeysuckle provides nectar for insects, prey for bats, nesting for birds and food for
small mammals – Canva

A bee enjoying a flower in Kidlington, Rhiannon Young

Provide water sources
Don’t just feed the birds, give them something to drink! Water features are a
must-have for any wildlife-friendly space. From birdbaths to ponds, water
sources can provide essential habitats, hydration or even a bath for your
feathery (and not so feathery) guests.

Sow what? Sow everything!
An abundance of fruit and vegetables can start to be sown in April, from salads
leaves to potatoes. Help nature out and give yourself a tasty snack whilst doing
so.

Add a compost pile
Composting really is a benefit to all, turning kitchen scraps and garden waste
into nutrient-rich soil that can feed your plants and reduce waste.

Pick a level, well‑drained spot that’s easy to access as the site of your
compost heap – if you prefer, you can purchase a ready‑made compost
bin

Build an airy base using twigs, straw and small branches

Layer browns and greens: 2:1 browns‑to‑greens (by volume)

Add moisture: it should be damp, not soggy

Turn regularly every 1–2 weeks.

You can then start adding your waste, such as vegetable peels and fruit cores,
fresh grass clippings, coffee grounds, tea bags (plastic-free), weeds (but only if
they haven’t gone to seed), and crushed eggshells.

Photo by Sandie Clarke on Unsplash

Did someone say cake?
A recently formed group – Ladies who Social in West & East Hanney and
local areas – enjoyed their first get together at La Fontana, East Hanney, with
coffee/tea and cake on Saturday 7th March. Some 30 women came along and
enjoyed friendly chat, making new friends and eating lovely cake.

It was such a success that we are repeating the event on Saturday 18th April
and there a few places left if you would like to join us.

If you would like to join our group, please use this link or search the group
name in Facebook. Alternatively, you can contact the group through WhatsApp
on 07840 968736.

Members are invited to host/arrange events to cover a wide range of interests,
but there’s no pressure to do so.

HANNEY WALKIE TALKIES walk Thursday lunchtimes (and
occasional Wednesday lunchtimes!)
If you are new to Hanney or the local villages and haven't had the opportunity
to join us yet, our small friendly group meet at 12:30pm at the junction of
Meadow Way / School Road, West Hanney (weather permitting). We tend to
walk locally for around 50 mins, chatting along the way. Our lunchtime walks
were originally set up for local people and to encourage those working from
home to escape their computer and make new friends. We also arrange several
social events during the year and all have been good fun.

If you would like to join us on one of our walks but have a question, please
message or comment on our Facebook post on the West Hanney Community
Page or just turn up at the meeting place on a Thursday. We try to keep the
Facebook page updated but if you are driving to meet us, maybe message us
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first via Facebook to check we are walking.

Services in St Peter’s Church

AN HOUR BEFORE THE CROSS
Good Friday, 3rd April – 12pm

FAMILY EASTER COMMUNION –
Sunday 5th April – 10.30 am

HOLY COMMUNION –
Sunday 12th April – 10.30 am

AFTERNOON SERVICE OF HOLY
COMMUNION –
Friday 17th April – 2 pm

AFTERNOON SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION –
Friday 17th April – 2 pm

More details can be found on the
Benefice website at
What's On - Services and Events - The Benefice of Cherbury with Gainfield

Dates for the Diary
SEW & SOCIAL SESSIONS (all welcome) – Thursdays, 10am – Noon, Village
Hall

CHARNEY ARMS POP-UP PUB – Friday 27th March and Friday 24th April,
7pm, Village hall

FIRST FRIDAYS COFFEE CAKE & CHAT – Friday 3rd April, 3 – 4.30pm,
Village Hall

CHARNEY HALL & FIELD TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE –
Wednesday 15th April, 7pm, Village Hall

Grove & Wantage Extravaganza – a collaboration between The Ray Collins
Charitable Trust and Grove Rugby Club – Saturday 13th June, 12pm – 10pm,
Grove Rugby Club

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20th April 2026
Please send all items for inclusion to: charneychatter@gmail.com
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