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Charney Army

Following plans discussed at the 2025 ‘kick off’ meeting, volunteers have now
started clearing and mowing the various footpaths and areas in the village. This
is making the village look well kept and cared for. As always, if anyone has any
suggestions or projects which they think that the Charney Army might
undertake please contact me Charles Eld, Charney Army coordinator:
charneyarmy@gmail.com.

The other activity in April was taking part in The Great British Spring Clean
which was a national initiative with VOWH Council offering support and
equipment for any participating villages. The Parish Council decided that our
project should be litter picking the verges of the four roads out of Charney
Bassett to the parish boundaries. Over the 5th and 6th of April, 24 people
volunteered to take part in this work and in total 33 sacks of rubbish were
collected which were promptly taken away by the VOWH team when they came
to collect the litter pickers and hi-vis jackets on Monday 7th  of April. This
exercise also found two incidents of fly tipping on the Buckland Road one of
which included some asbestos type corrugated roofing sheets. These were
reported to the VOWH hotline and again they were cleared very quickly. It was
a great pleasure to drive out of the village and see everything clean and tidy, so
many thanks to all those who took part.

Charney Bassett Mill Open to Public 10th and 11th
May

As in previous years, Charney Bassett’s very own Water Mill will be open to the
public on National Mills Weekend (10th and 11th May).

Its workings have been lovingly restored by the former Vale of White Horse
Industrial Archaeology Group and if you haven’t seen inside the building it is
well worth a visit.

The building will be open from 2.00 – 4.00 pm on both Saturday and Sunday
afternoons. It is located on the opposite side of Lyford Road to St Peter’s
Church and directly opposite the entrance to Charney Manor (the Mill building
is attached to Mill Cottage). Even if you’ve been before, why not take time out
to come again.

The building (Grade 2 listed) is owned by Oxfordshire County Council and
leased to the Parish Council on a 99-year repair and maintenance lease. Since
the Industrial Archaeology Group was wound up, the Parish Council has been
looking for ways to make the building more available to the public and for
anyone with an interest in the longer term future of the building who cannot get
to view it on the opening weekend please contact the Parish Clerk (Trevor
Brown) at parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk for more information.

CHAFT and St Peter's Church invite you to a
 

Charney Community
Fun Afternoon

 

Saturday 7th June
 

Barbeque, teas, raffle,
entertainment and stalls.

 
Following our appeal for volunteers to help organise a fête, we have received a
couple of kind offers of help but not enough to run the traditional village fête this

year.
Instead, we are putting on this community event - all the fun of the fête, but on

a smaller scale!
 

Come along and join in - let's celebrate being a
community together

For further information and offers of help, please contact Eve or Lucy on
charneyfete@gmail.com

The Invisible Hedge

In case some are wondering why a row of stakes appeared in early March in
front of the fence at the north end of the playing field, it is to mark where a new
hedge has been planted. CHAFT, in collaboration with allotment holders, spent
an afternoon planting a mixed native hedge, provided by the Woodland Trust.
At the moment there is very little to see, and between rabbits and footballs, the
hedge has had a rocky start. However, it is hoped that as the plants mature
they will provide a windbreak for the allotment, additional wildlife habitat, and an
attractive natural feature.

May Day Celebrations at Charney Bassett
Monday 5th May 2025, 3pm

The traditional May Day celebrations will be held on Monday 5th May. As has
been tradition for many years, the crowning of the May Queen and dancing
around the May Pole will be central to the afternoon.

Although people are welcome to turn up and join in with the dancing on the day,
we will be holding a few practice sessions for those who wish to come along.
These will be held, weather permitting, on the Green at:

5-6pm Friday 2nd May
4-5pm Saturday 3rd May

You can come to all or non of the practice sessions but the idea is to give
anyone who would like to join in the opportunity to have a bit of practice. We
will have some more complicated dances for the older, keener children to do
and some simpler ones, which anyone can join in with.

The actual May Day celebrations will start with tea at 3pm on Monday 5th May
with the parade, crowning of the May Queen and dancing from 3:30pm on the
Village Green (weather permitting!)

Cake donations will be very welcome - PLEASE! Please email Ruth to
confirm if you can bring something along! ruthhclements@live.co.uk

We Look forward to seeing you!

Ruth Clements and Alex Jaco

May News – Wildflowers

Wild Road Verges
Over 700 species of wildflower grow on road verges, which provide important
linear habitats and wildlife corridors. We can combat the 20% drop since 1990
in floral diversity (reported by Plantlife) of verges by adopting better
management strategies to protect and cultivate grass verges. One of the best
strategies to encourage your local parish to adopt is a two-cut management
approach to suppress coarse grass whilst encouraging more diverse wildflower
growth. See the graph below to work out which timing works best for your local
area! The graph is taken from Plantlife’s ‘Managing grassland road verges: a
best practice guide’, which you can download from their website here.

It is then also important to collect the cuttings. Wildflowers of species-rich
grasslands grow best in lower fertility soils, whilst high fertility soils support
vigorous grass growth. Therefore, taking the biomass, and thus nutrients, they
contain away from the verge can reduce the layer of dead grass or thatch and
‘open up’ the soil surface to allow seed germination. Repeated over several
years, this benefits less robust growth and more diversity, and therefore less
management is required to create beautiful natural spaces on the roadside.
See our guidance on verges for more help
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-on-your-patch
 

Let it Grow - in our Community GreenSpaces!
The temptation for many of us can be to regularly mow our greenspaces and
keep them looking as neat as possible but research by Plantlife has shown just
how beneficial to wildlife the opposite can be. In their ‘No Mow May’ survey,
Plantlife found that the highest production of flowers and nectar sugar was on
grass cut once every four weeks. ‘Short-grass’ plants like daisies and white
clover had a chance to flower in between mowing, boosting nectar production
tenfold. Areas of grass that were left to grow for even longer periods of time
were more diverse in their range of flowers, with other nectar-rich plants like
oxeye daisy, field scabious and knapweed providing varied nectar sources well
into late summer. At the end, you can take part in a survey by counting the
flowers in a square metre of your green space and reporting it to Plantlife.

Find out more at https://www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay/
 

World Bee Day! 20th May
20th May is annual World Bee Day! Hopefully you’re already helping bees get a
wide range of diverse nectar sources by partaking in ‘No Mow May’. Some
other ways to help protect our declining bee populations include purchasing
sustainable local honey, ditching harmful synthetic pesticides, providing a
suitable water source for thirsty pollinators (can simply be a shallow bowl of
water with stones in it for bees to land on), or hosting an event to raise
awareness in your local area.

Imogen Parker (Wild Oxfordshire Community Ecologist)

https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/

 

Charney History and Archaeological Group –
Community Dig

As you may have read in previous ‘Chatters’ we are planning to carry out some
more archaeological ‘test pits’ over the weekend of 21st – 22nd June this year
and huge thanks go to the three householders who have offered locations.

Over the last few years we have carried out a number of archaeological
investigations including digging 13 ‘test pits’. Test pits are 1m x 1m and the
depth depends on soil conditions but is no more than 1m and sometimes much
less. We dig them by hand, overseen by our supervising archaeologist Dr David
Ashby. All the soil from each 10cm ‘spit’ (layer) is sieved for finds and
everything is fully recorded. The finds are preliminarily categorised and are fully
cleaned and identified later. We of course never know what we might find but it
will always add to our knowledge of our lovely village and the wider Vale.

Previous digs and reports can be found on the website eg Test Pits 1-4 are on
https://history.charneybassett.org.uk/ancient-history/archaeological-digs/ and
on related pages.

If you would like to join in and help, or would like to find out more, then please
get in touch via the following email address: idigcharney@gmail.com. No
experience is necessary just enthusiasm and common sense, guidance will be
provided. There are lots of activities to choose from; digging, trowelling, sifting
and looking for finds, identifying objects, making records, drawing,
photographing and of course chatting, catching up and learning more about our
village.

Ian

What’s new on the History website since 2025 April’s Charney Chatter?

More information added to The Belchers

First Fridays CCC
By request of our regulars, please note the new - afternoon - time for First

Fridays CCC. There will, of course, be teas available as well as coffee!

3.00 - 4.00 pm
in Charney Bassett Village Hall

on the first Friday of each month
(except January)

All welcome

Charney Bassett Parish Council
The Parish Council met in the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th March 2025.

Agendas and minutes of meetings can be found online at
www.charneybassett.org.uk, including the full draft minutes of the 12th March
meeting. The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held on Wednesday
14th May in the Village Hall at the earlier time of 7.00pm, followed by the
Annual Parish Assembly.

Trevor Brown (Parish Clerk) can be contacted at
parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk

Parish councillors’ information can be found at
www.charneybassett.org.uk/council-parish/parish-council/

 

Scams Awareness
Anyone can fall victim to a scam. Find out how avoid becoming a victim of fraud
and what steps you can take to protect yourself. A guest speaker from Age UK
Oxfordshire will be giving a Scam Awareness talk at Charney Bassett’s Annual
Parish Assembly on 14th May 2025.

If you are unable to make it to the session, individualised person-centred
support is available for people over 50 who have been scammed or who are at
risk of being scammed. Please contact Age UK Oxfordshire’s helpline number
0345 450 1276 for more information.

Damaged Footbridge on Bridle Path 158/5
Please take extra care when using this footbridge as it has a missing plank and
the stile is wobbly and unstable when being used.  It has been reported to
Oxfordshire County Council, and they will repair it as soon as possible, but they
currently have a backlog of works due to the wet winter months. 

Charney 100 Club Draw
 

1st prize No: 138 Ben Cartwright £25

2nd prize: No 127 Jackie Harrison £10

 
Drawn by Chris Collins. Congratulations to our winners!

Dates for the Diary
SEW & SOCIAL SESSIONS (all welcome) – Thursdays, 10 am – Noon, Village
Hall

FIRST FRIDAYS COFFEE CAKE & CHAT – Friday 2nd May, 3 – 4 pm, Village
Hall

MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS - Monday 5th May, 3pm, Village Green

CHARNEY BASSETT MILL OPEN DAYS - 10th & 11th May, 2-4pm, Charney
Mill

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING & ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY followed by
Age Uk Oxfordshire guest speaker scam awareness talk, 14th May, 7pm,
Village Hall

Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) fundraising event, Plant sale, table
top sale, games and refreshments - Sunday 18 May 2025 10am to 1pm at
Lower Lodge Riding Centre, Charney Road, Southmoor OX13 5HW.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE : 20th May 2025
Please send all items for inclusion to: charneychatter@gmail.com
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