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May Day celebrations in Charney Bassett

The May Day celebrations on the village green once again passed in a blur of
ribbons and cake, with over 100 friends and neighbours enjoying a wonderful
afternoon in the almost sunshine!

This year’s May Queen was Darcie Gooding, who was attended by her
princess attendants Chloe Campbell and Tavie Davies, and was crowned by
Anna Greenacre in the traditional ceremony, with the poem read by Maddie
Jacob and Eva Gooding

Many thanks go to Ruth Gerring and her band of excellent players – ‘The
Cobblers’ – who led the May pole dancing, with over 20 children aged 3 to 15
entertaining the audience with wonderful dancing. It was lovely to see the older
children encouraging and helping the youngsters. Vast quantities of tea and
cake were consumed during the afternoon, which is always a sign of an
excellent event.

Lots of kind folk helped to set-up, take down, wash up and make cakes, making
this a true community event

Charney Community Fun Afternoon – coming soon!

Charney Bassett Parish Council
 

The Annual Parish Assembly took place in the Village Hall on 12th May. Items
included:

Talk on ‘Scams Awareness’ by Age UK (Oxfordshire)

Annual reports by:

Parish Council chairman.

Village Groups and Organisations.

 

This meeting was immediately followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.
Matters discussed included:

Appointments to Parish Council positions and village groups

Dates of future meetings

End of year accounts and audit

Planning matters (including Charney Mill alterations, Eastfield Farm –
Gainfield, Denchworth Solar Farm, Lyford Business Park, Blenheim Field,
and Long Meadow Barn)

Approval of arrangements for filling a Councillor vacancy

Consideration of a move to a gov.uk domain and associated issues

Consideration of installation of white gates at Buckland Road village
entrance

Consideration given to approval of porch roof stabilisation at Charney Mill.

 

Agendas and minutes of meetings can be found online at
www.charneybassett.org.uk including the full draft minutes of the 12th May
meeting.

 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 9th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

 

Trevor Brown (Parish Clerk) can be contacted at
parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk

Parish councillors’ information can be found at
www.charneybassett.org.uk/council-parish/parish-council/

 

Scams Awareness Talk Summary
Many thanks to Mandy Massam of Age UK Oxfordshire who, at the Annual
Parish Assembly, gave a very informative talk and answered questions on
avoiding scams. She reminded everyone of the need to stop and take time to
think before:

 

opening emails or attachments from someone we don’t know

giving information over the phone to a caller from ‘your bank’ – it may not
be them; for example, your bank will never call you and ask for your PIN

answering the door to people we don’t know – remember STOP, LOCK,
CHAIN, CHECK

making pensions and investment decisions – consider getting
independent advice first

Responding to letters claiming we have won a fortune – if you haven’t
entered a lottery or prize draw, you can’t have won it.

 

DON’T BE EMBARRASSED to hang up, say no, or ask someone to leave.

 

Contacts for further information and assistance:

 

Action Fraud – to report a scam – 0300 123 2040

Citizens Advice – for consumer advice – 03454 04 05 06

Victim Support – 08 08 16 89 111

Age UK (Oxon) – 0345 450 1276

 

Have Your Say on Waste Services
Vale of White Horse District Council have launched an online survey to find out
what residents think about the waste and street cleaning services. You can take
part by clicking here. The survey closes on 13th June 2025.

 

County Council Election
 

Did you Vote?
The outcome of the election in our Division (Kingston and Stanford) was a
victory for Lee Evans (Conservative) who recorded 1,166 votes, beating his
nearest rival (Hannah Griffin: Liberal Democrat) by 227 votes.

 

In the lead up to the election, Mr Evans attended several Parish Council
meetings and held a ‘Street Surgery’ on the Village Green. He is holding
another ‘Street Surgery’ at 10 am on Church Green on Saturday 14th June. If
you want to ask him a question, or raise an issue, just turn up.

 

Charney Mill
Thanks to everyone who helped get the Mill ready for Mill Opening Weekend on
10th and 11th May.

We had around 50 visitors to the building and, thanks to their generosity, we
raised £73 to put into our maintenance fund.

 

If you missed out or want to experience the atmosphere later in the year when
water is flowing through the wheel house, contact Trevor Brown
(parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk).

Charney in the Domesday Book – A brief history

Cernei (Charney) appears in in the Domesday Book and is listed under two
owners/Lords, The Abbey of Abingdon (St Mary) and Wulfrin/Warin (of
Favarcis).

The value to the Lord, who was The Abbey of Abingdon (St Mary) was £6 in
both 1066 and 1086.

The total population was given as 20 households (medium size). The
households are recorded as 4 slaves and 13 cottagers and land for 5
ploughlands, and 2 lord’s plough teams and 5 men’s plough teams.

The value to the Lord, Wulfrin in 1066 and Warin (of Favarcis) in 1086, was 12
shillings in both cases and with 2 cottagers. 1 slave and 16 Acres of Meadow.

Note: Domesday records the heads of families, so the total population was
probably around five-times larger. Smallholders and cottagers: around 35% of
households, bordarii and cotarii owned about 5 acres of land on average and
might have had a share in the villagers' plough teams. Slaves: around 10% of
households, servi owned no land of their own, belonged to the lord, and may
have been used as ploughmen. A ploughland was the area that could be
ploughed by eight oxen in a year, generally around 120 acres.

Credit Professor John Palmer, George Slater and opendomesday.org.

https://history.charneybassett.org.uk/ancient-history/domesday-book/

Digging into our past
And don’t forget, if you want to dig further into our past… we are planning to
carry out some more archaeological ‘test pits’ over the weekend of 21st – 22nd
June this year and huge thanks go to the three householders who have offered
locations. If you would like to join in and help, or would like to find out more,
then please get in touch via the following email address:
idigcharney@gmail.com. No experience is necessary just enthusiasm and
common sense – guidance will be provided. There are lots of activities to
choose from: digging, trowelling, sifting and looking for finds, identifying objects,
making records, drawing, photographing and, of course, chatting, catching up
and learning more about our village.

Update from the Shifford Carriage Driving Group

The Shifford Carriage Driving Group has been extremely busy over the last few
months. The three ponies, Lady, Fred and Tommy Zoom, have been practising
with a view to our participants rejoining us. These efforts paid off. We started
the Wednesday morning drives with our participants again very recently, much
to our delight. At the moment, we are only able to run two sessions in the
morning at Charney Bassett, with Lady and Fred. Tommy Zoom has his
assessment next month and if he passes, we look towards having a third
session, to take place in the afternoons.  

But we need your help! None of these sessions will be able to take place unless
we can recruit some more volunteers to help us. We have a lovely and
dedicated group at present but if two or more cannot make a session, we are
not able to safely drive and would have to cancel. If you would like to come
along and join our group, please contact either Mandyhook2@gmail.com
(Mobile: 07884 407510) or Catherine.jessop@btinternet.com (Mobile: 07470
300203). You will be made very welcome! Knowledge of handling horses and
ponies would be very useful, but no carriage driving experience is necessary as
training will be given. Please also pass on our details to anyone else you know
who might be interested.

Lady with her certificate and rosette

A fabulous piece of news! Lady was nominated and then shortlisted for an RDA
Equine of the Year award. She has two rosettes and certificates that hang up in
pride of place. We are obviously hoping that she will win, but we are very
biased. The winners will be announced soon, so watch this space!

VACANCY
Charney Bassett Parish Council

Could you do it?
Of course you could!

 

Following the resignation of David Nellist (who served on the Parish Council for
many years) we have a vacancy and this can be filled through a process called
co-option, i.e. there is no need for us to hold a bi-election.

 

What’s Involved?
There’s a lot about the Parish Council on the Village Website. We look after
several pieces of land and try our best to represent a village view on anything
that affects the village. This includes liaison with the County Council on
highway matters and commenting to the District Council on planning
applications.

 

You need to attend Parish Council meetings whenever you can (there are six a
year) and, depending on your interests, may represent the Parish Council on
other bodies. Speak to any of the current Councillors if you’re interested or
email Trevor Brown at parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk for more information
about what’s involved.

 

But please don’t take too long. We’ll be meeting again on 9th July and would
like to confirm an appointment at that meeting.

 

There’s always something interesting going on. Come and join us!

Charney 100 Club Draw
The results of the May draw are:

£25 No 138 – Ben Cartright

£10 No 94 – Iain McGregor

Congratulations to our winners!

There are still a few numbers available if anyone would like to join the 100 club
or buy extra numbers – just let us know on charney100club@gmail.com. All
funds raised go towards supporting the maintenance of the playing field and the
Village Hall.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE CHARNEY HALL AND FIELD TRUST (CHAFT)

 
Wednesday 2nd July at 7 pm in the Village Hall

 
Residents wishing to ask a question should contact a Trustee or email

secretary@chaft.org
 

(The AGM will be followed by a meeting of the new Management Committee)
 

Agenda will be posted on the Village website and the Village Noticeboard by
25th June

 

Click here for more info and to apply as a volunteer.

June News – Summer Nature
 

Seasonal Spotlight
For many of our local hedgerows, summer is berry season! If you’re curious
about your own hedgerows at this time, consider surveying your hedges to
receive management advice to ensure your hedges stay healthy!
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/hedgerow-surveying

 

Great Big Green Week - 7th to 15th June
The Great Big Green Week is the UKs biggest celebration of community action
to tackle climate change and protect nature. See how you can join in the action
and follow local communities... Find your local Big Green Week events to get
involved with here: https://greatbiggreenweek.com/

You can also follow events and updates on social media or add your Great Big
Green Week actions using the #GreatBigGreenWeek

 

Swift Awareness Week 28th June – 6th July
See if you can spot any swifts this month and sign up to our monthly Bulletin to
hear all about events and walks taking place
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/news

 

Let it Bloom June!
Enjoyed ‘No Mow May’? Bring even more wildlife to your wildflowers and take
part in ‘Let it Bloom June’! Mowing at the end of May removes the free buffet
you’ve created for your bees and butterflies. Let it Bloom June allows the nectar
source to stay that little bit longer. Why not leave an area that’s got the most
flowers? If you’re able to, a way to provide nectar all through the summer is to
leave this section uncut until September and then strim it. All these options give
your garden even more of a chance to diversify and provide for wildlife.

 

Open Garden Days
Look out for Open Garden events in your local area, and see if you can spot
how many are gardening with nature in mind, creating havens for wildlife and
beautiful spaces for us. Many Open Gardens are registered on this website
https://www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens_in_oxfordshire.php

 

Wildlife friendly gardening jobs for June
June is another bustling period for garden wildlife.

Avoid deadheading roses so that they create rosehibs for the birds later in
the year.

Put out and top up water – water is crucial for wildlife. Try placing water
dishes and bird baths near trees or shrubs so that wildlife can get to
safety easily, putting water at ground level so that hedgehogs can drink.
You could also put in butterfly puddling stations which are shallow dishes
of gravel and water to help butterflies get the minerals and hydration they
need.

Create a cool, damp spot for amphibians to take shelter – make a log pile
or ‘hibernaculum’ in a shady corner. If doing a log pile, bury the bottom
layer of logs and fill nooks and crannies with fallen leaves and moss to
make it good for amphibians. Or use the Wildlife Trust’s ‘how to’ to make
a hibernaculum.

Rhiannon Young – Wild Oxfordshire Nature Recovery Engagement Officer

https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/

 

Operation Varsity: Crossing Time
 

The Soldiers of Oxford Museum in Woodstock is to host an exhibition,
Operation Varsity: Crossing Time, in partnership with Outside In
www.outsidein.org.uk, a charity that provides a platform for artists who
encounter significant barriers to the art world.
 

Outside In artists chose to honour Operation Varsity, the largest allied airborne
operation in history to take place in one day and in one location, involving over
16,000 paratroopers and several thousand aircraft, as part of push to cross the
Rhine towards the end of World War II.

Display of equipment related to Operation Varsity

The resulting exhibition will include displays of clothing and equipment, a new
portrait in oils and a clay portrait sculpture of Phillip Aucott, a veteran who
celebrated his 100th birthday on 12th April and who spoke of his experiences in
the military to members of the team.

 

Varsity 80- Crossing Time will open with a launch event on Saturday 7th June
and run until 27th July, and will include a special workshop and Share Art event
on 16th July.

 

For more information, please go to Galleries – Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum
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Services in St Peter’s Church

BCP HOLY COMMUNION – Sunday 1st June – 9am
HOLY COMMUNION – Sunday 8th June – 10.30am
HOLY COMMUNION – Thursday 19th June – 3.30 pm
GODLY PLAY – Sunday 29th June – 10.30am

Dates for the Diary
SEW & SOCIAL SESSIONS (all welcome) – Thursdays, 10 am – Noon, Village
Hall

FIRST FRIDAYS COFFEE CAKE & CHAT – Friday 6th June, 3 – 4 pm, Village
Hall

CHARNEY COMMUNITY FUN AFTERNOON – Saturday 7th June, 1 – 4 pm,
Village Green

LEE EVANS, COUNCILLOR, ‘STREET SURGERY’ – Saturday 14th June, 10
am, Village Green

DIGGING INTO OUR PAST: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ‘TEST PITS’ – Saturday 21st
and Sunday 22nd June, times to be confirmed

MEAL ON THE GREEN – Saturday 28th June, 6 pm, Village Green

CHARNEY HALL & FIELD TRUST AGM – Wednesday 2nd July, 7 pm, Village
Hall

CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Wednesday 9th July,
7.30 pm, Village Hall

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: Friday 20th June 2025

Please send all items for inclusion to: charneychatter@gmail.com
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