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Bubbles and dancers galore at the CHAFT Summer
Social!

The Vale Islanders kindly attended and gave a wonderful display of dances
from the 17th century, as well as explaining the origins of the dances and their
names. CHAFT passes on grateful thanks to them for attending.

CHAFT would also like to thank Charney Army volunteers for helping to setup
and clear away after the event. Also, huge thanks to all of those who helped
with serving the teas and clearing away afterwards – it was very much
appreciated. Thank you, too, to Mary and Ken for once again allowing their
kitchen window to be used as serving hatches – it worked so well and really
made the event.
 
Interested in joining the Vale Islanders?
The Vale Islanders practise in Charney Village Hall on Tuesday evenings and
would love to welcome new members. No experience is needed – everyone will
be learning new dances from September. If you are interested in joining, please
contact Annie Hall at allotmentannie@gmail.com

CHAFT needs you!
Many people from the village and further afield have expressed disappointment
that there is no village fete this year. It is becoming increasingly impossible to
find enough people to organise and then help out at such an event, which is
why CHAFT decided to run a very scaled down ‘summer social’ which
nevertheless involved the joint efforts of all trustees and over 20 volunteers to
put on!

The village hall and Charney field are owned by CHAFT. These two important
village assets need volunteers to help with the administration if they are to be
maintained for future generations. The trustees are fearful that if more people
do not come forward to help, then the village hall will close and the play
equipment on the field will have to be removed. It really isn’t an arduous task if
it is shared by many, so please, please, if you can offer your services, do get in
touch by contacting secretary@chaft.org or chair@chaft.org. From next June,
we will also require a Treasurer – could this be you?
 
Talking of the playground…
Volunteers are needed to help with turning over the bark in the playground area
on Saturday 21st September, from 10am. All you need is enthusiasm, a little bit
of energy, and a garden fork or rake! If you can help, please let Lucy know at
gildersleeveslucy@gmail.com
 

Clearing the way!

The Charney Army continues to advance on various fronts with some success.
A huge amount of ivy has now been removed from the stone wall around the
Jubilee Orchard, both during the Army session on 25th July and subsequent
work carried out by various volunteers. The Orchard is looking really good now
and a lot of fruit will be available from the trees in due course.

Before... and after

There was a great response to the call for volunteers to assist CHAFT with
setting up and clearing away at their Summer Social on 4th August on the
Green. Although this was billed as the ‘first Thursday in the month event’, there
was still a great turnout on the second Thursday, 8th August, to clear the bridle
path up to the parish boundary. This work was led by Peter Busby, who motor
scythed both sides of the 1.5 km path, ably supported by six other volunteers.

Before... ... during

And after!

Now that the peak of the growing season is past, the next event planned for
28th August will be dedicated to maintaining the work done so far. Following
this, in the autumn, the Army has been asked to assist CHAFT with various
projects in and around the playing field.

Please contact Charles Eld, Charney Army Co-ordinator, at
charneyarmy@gmail.com if you wish to volunteer, or have any comments to
make on the work being done.

Charney Basset Parish Council

The agenda and minutes of meetings can be found online at
charneybassett.org.uk including the full draft minutes of the 10th July meeting.

The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held on Wednesday 11th
September in the village hall, starting at 7.30pm

Trevor Brown (Parish Clerk) can be contacted at
parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk.
 

Charney for Sale? – A Brief History

At the beginning of the 20th Century, few people owned houses or land in
Charney. Most of Charney was owned by the Pusey Estate and most of the
inhabitants were tenants.

The Pusey family died out in the male line in 1710 and the Estate was passed
down via various relatives. The Pusey Estate had the gothic houses in New
Road built for Estate workers, as well as the school (see previous articles re
The Bouverie Pusey School and The Pusey Horn).

Eventually, however, parts of the Estate were sold. On Monday 17th August
1908, a sale by auction of Pusey Estate Land and Buildings, in various parishes
including Charney Bassett, was held at the Lion Hotel in Abingdon by
‘Farebrother, Ellis, Egerton, Breach & Co’.

The Charney Bassett Lots included:

Charney Bassett Farm
Goosey Wick Farm
Cottages in New Road
The Post Office
The Blacksmith’s shop and Yard
Cottages in Little Lane (now Chapel Lane), including The Reading Room.

Many other cottages and parcels of land were also included. Was yours one of
these?
Much was bought by Berkshire County Council and subsequently let to tenants
as smallholdings advertised as follows in The Reading Standard:

Berkshire County Council. Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Small Holdings and Allotments Committee
have acquired part of the Pusey Estates, more particularly described below, which
they propose to divide up and let in Small Holdings of various sizes, available for
occupation at Michaelmas next:—
 

CHARNEY BASSETT FARM 380A 0R 6P
GOOSEY WICK FARM 383 A 2R 25P
27 COTTAGES IN CHARNEY BASSETT VILLAGE.

This land is close to Charney Bassett Village, which is situated about three miles
from Challow Station, G.W.R.
Persons desiring Small Holdings in this locality, who have not already applied, are
requested to communicate at once with THE COUNTY LAND STEWARD. The
Assize Courts, Reading, from whom further particulars can be had on application.
Dated the 9th March, 1909.

Looking for more details?
There is much more that you can read about The Sale here and The
Smallholdings here, including references for further reading; and most
importantly, if you have any more information and old photos that you can
share, then please do get in touch via: charney.history@btinternet.com.

Book Launch and Talk
David Ashby is the supervising archaeologist for our digs and geophysics in
Charney. To celebrate his new book and research on the Archaeology of
Stanford in the Vale (in which Charney is the reference village), Stanford in the
Vale History Society is holding a book launch event on Sunday 8th September
2024. The book launch will include a talk by David on the project and findings.
Details as follows:

Book Launch and talk by Dr David Ashby
Sunday 8th September
Stanford in the Vale Village Hall
Doors Open 15:45
Talk at 16:00

First Fridays CCC

10.30 - 11.30 am
first Friday of the month

in Charney Bassett Village Hall,
this month on Friday 6th September

All welcome

Calling all apple owners & apple juice enthusiasts!

Please join us for Charney Bassett Apple Day
on Saturday 28th September

from 10.30am til Noon

Bring your apples along to the barn on the Green to be juiced, for just 50p per
bottle, & join in with our apple games!

Either bring your own bottles, or buy bottles from us on the day
Bottles of apple juice will also be available for purchase

Coffees, teas and apple cake will be on sale

Missing Bengal Cat

This much loved but adventurous cat has been missing from his home in West
Hanney for over a month now.  A request for information on any sightings of
him was originally put on Facebook, however, his owner, Meryl, realises that
not everyone uses social media and has asked Chatter for help.  He is of slight
build, is microchipped and as you can see from the photos, he has very
distinctive markings.  He been known to wander for a few miles previously but
could have possibly got into a vehicle and may be anywhere.  He has been
registered lost with Cats Protection and local vets.  Please could you check
outbuildings.  Also, please keep an eye out for him if you are out and about
early mornings or later in the evening when he is most likely to be on the hunt.
If you think you have seen him, please contact Meryl at
meryl.reading@aol.co.uk. Thank you.

Charney 100 Club Draw

The results of the August draw are:

£25 No 27 Debs Little
£10 No 63 Lucy Gildersleeves

Kindly drawn by Maureen Lambert and Mary Castle

Public Protection Partnership Press Release – 12
August 2024
The Digital Switchover

The transition from analogue phones (the phone we have at home now which
runs on copper wires through the exchange) to digital is well under way with a
target date now set for 2027 rather than 2025. Some people already have the
digital system as telephone providers have started to install them.
 
Your telephone provider will contact you to let you know that your service is to
change to digital.
 
Because this system is powered by your home electrics, these phones will not
work in a power outage in your home or area. If you need 24/7 access to a
phone, you must tell your telephone provider and they will provide an
emergency phone that will work in a power cut for no extra cost.
 
For most of us it will be a simple matter of your provider supplying you with an
adapter to plug into your broadband router and your phone will plug into that.
 
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SO IF ANYONE RINGS YOU TO OFFER
TO DO IT FOR A FEE THEN IT IS MORE THAN LIKELY A SCAM.
 
For some of us it will be a little trickier. If your personal alarm is currently reliant
on a phone line, there is no guarantee that it will continue to work on the new
digital system. You should discuss this with your provider, as your personal
alarm may need to be adjusted or reconfigured to continue operating following
the digital switchover. Adjustments should be free: again make sure you contact
your provider rather than respond to a cold call.
 
If you do not have broadband, then a simple router should be provided by your
provider free of charge to enable you to still make phone calls.
 
NO PROVIDER SHOULD SWITCH YOU TO DIGITAL AND LEAVE YOU AT
RISK FROM YOUR PERSONAL ALARMS FAILING.
 
If you have a truecall blocker fitted by your local authority, they will work on the
new network and your provider should ensure it is connected to your phone if
they come to your home to do the switch for you. If you need advice, contact
Trading Standards on 01635 519930 or email tsadvice@westberks.gov.uk and
we will do our upmost to help you switchover.
 
There have been incidents reported where scammers have contacted residents
requesting fees up front for the switch to be done.
 
THERE IS NO FEE unless you have to replace an alarm system that you have
had installed yourself.

 
Notes:
The Public Protection Partnership (PPP) is a shared service delivering
Environmental Health, Licensing and Trading Standards to over 450,000
people and 10,000 businesses on behalf of two authorities (Partners), Bracknell
Forest Council and West Berkshire Council. In addition, PPP provide Trading
Standards Services to Wokingham Borough Council.
Website:    www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk
Facebook: @PublicProtectionPartnershipUK
Twitter:      @PublicPP_UK

Don’t forget about Charney’s Wednesday Bus
Service!

Charney has a regular bus service! Run by Oxfordshire County Council, the
number 85 service now runs every Wednesday. The 16-seater bus has
disabled access, and Bus Passes are accepted.

The bus leaves Charney bus shelter at 10.18am, and gives you two hours in
Wantage - time to visit the market and get some very fresh fish from Joe, and a
huge selection of fruit and veg. You should even have time to browse the
charity shops, and have a coffee, before catching the bus back at 12.45pm,
getting you home at just after one o’clock.

Please use it, or we’ll lose it!

Charney Bassett and Lyford Education Trust (CLET)

CLET supports a range of educational projects and activities, with grants
awarded to individuals under the age of 25 and to community groups in the
villages of Charney Bassett and Lyford.
 
The Trustees are willing to support children who may need additional
tutoring to address educational gaps, which have arisen as a result of the
pandemic.
 
Online applications are welcomed at any time and forms can be found on the
Charney Bassett village website (see below), or contact the Clerk Ruth
Clements for further details at cletclerk@gmail.com
 
Applications will be considered by the Trustees who meet in January, May and
September.
 
https://charneybassett.org.uk/our-village/charney-bassett-lyford-educational-
trust/
 

Abingdon RDA
Join us for a Treasure Hunt

Fun for All the Family
Sunday 27th October 2024

Find the answers to the clues by visiting our surrounding villages.
Entry Fee £10.00 per car.

Start at:
Abingdon RDA

Lower Lodge Riding Centre
Charney Road

Southmoor
OX13 5HW

Registration between 12.00 and 14.00
Prize giving at 16.00 back at Abingdon RDA Yard,

along with a chance to meet our horses.
Cake and refreshments also available

If you would like any further information,
please contact Nikki on 07717510410

Dates for the Diary

SEW & SOCIAL SESSIONS (all welcome) – Thursdays, 10 am – Noon, Village
Hall
CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL – Wednesday 11th September,
7.30pm, Village Hall
APPLE CELEBRATION – Saturday 28th September, 10.30am. Teas, cakes,
apple juicing and games!
HARVEST SERVICE AND BRING & SHARE LUNCH – Sunday 13th October,
St Peter's Church
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – Saturday 30th November, 10am – Noon, Village Hall.
Coffee, sale of crafts, cakes, preserves and other items.
FIRST FRIDAYS CCC - Friday 6th September, 10.30am - 11.30am, Village Hall
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