
 

 

  CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL                                  576 

 
(DRAFT) MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2025 
 
 
Present: Mr D Roberts (Chair) 

  Mrs K Adamson 
  Mrs M Castle (Vice-Chair) 
  Mrs T Burge 
  Mr T Brown (Clerk) 

   Mr N Adamson (Finance Officer – for item 7)        
   
 Three members of the public were in attendance.  

 
 
25/83 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 

There were no Apologies and no Declarations of Interest. 
 
25/84 Approval of the minutes of the meetings of 10th September 2025 

The draft minutes (circulated) were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
25/85  Matters Arising from the previous meeting Minutes  

25/69: Dave Nellist. The Chair would take the tribute arranged by Mrs Adamson to Mr Nellist. 
25/70: Chequers PH. The Chair had spoken to Mr Perlhagen. A planning application is needed but 
has not yet been submitted and he is asking for more information. 
25/78: Ock Green/Jubilee Orchard. Trustees are seeking quotes before instructing solicitors to draw 
up the new agreements. 
25/79: Pusey Footpath. Pusey Parish Meeting had been invited to comment (3 September). A 
reminder had been sent to the new Clerk (6 November) but there has been no response. The owner 
of Pusey Estate had been made aware of this (also 6 November) and it is hoped that arrangements 
can yet be made to discuss the matter.  
Mr Whiteside (for the Lost Paths Group) pointed out that the footpath application had been ready 
for submission to OCC since July and he asked again for authority to submit this subject to there 
being no feedback from the owner(s). In discussion most felt it reasonable to allow 4 weeks for a 
response. Mrs Burge proposed that Mr Whiteside’s proposal be accepted. This was seconded by  
Mrs Castle and carried (by majority).  

 
25/86 Parish Councillor Vacancy 

Since the last meeting Evelyn Campbell had resigned and the vacancy advertised under the Casual 
Vacancy process. Mark Redmond (Buckland Road) had responded and asked to be considered. The 
Chair proposed that Mr Redmond be appointed (seconded by Mrs Burge) and this was duly agreed. 
Consideration would be given to Mr Redmond’s responsibilities at the January meeting.  

 
25/87 Information Exchange 

Charles Eld’s report on the work of Charney Army had been circulated and posted on-line. 
Councillors thanked Mr Eld for the way he had organised the volunteer workforce throughout the 
year and for the work they did for the village. It was noted that the newly acquired mower needed a 
professional service. Also, that a proper cut back of vegetation along the length of bridleway 5 was 
likely beyond the capability of the Army. The County Councillor agreed to keep pressing the OCC 
Footpath Team to respond to this, but this is not guaranteed to produce a result. 



 

 

 
 
25/88 County Councillor report 
 Mr Evans reported as follows: 

- Longworth Road junction with A420 – A decision on the revised speed limits will be taken by the 
Cabinet Member for Transport tomorrow. The Parish Council comments on the junction re-design 
are being considered and there will be a further opportunity to comment before any work is done.  

- Orchard Close/Main Street-Lyford Road Pavement – the badly damaged pavement at the Orchard 
Close end has been fixed. 

- Councillor Priority Fund. The Councillor Priority Fund (£5k per annum) is now open. 
- Stanford-in-the-Vale Recycling Centre. He is continuing to oppose changes to opening hours etc. 
- Buckland Road White Gates. The Clerk has received confirmation that the gates have been ordered. 

The gates and their installation are being covered by OCC at no cost to the Parish Council. 
- Highway barrier Main Street/Lyford Road junction. He is continuing to press for the promised work 

to be done.  
- HGV Weight Restriction. He has received the Parish Council’s draft submission. He will support this 

and provide the Clerk with the necessary contact for submission. 
- General. There was discussion on the number of road closures/road works and the cost of school 

transport (especially taxis for SEND students). Mr Evans is actively involved in both. 

 
25/89 District Councillor Report 

Jill Raynor had been provided with meeting papers but had not been in touch. Councillors noted that 
since her election the Councillor had yet to attend a Parish Council meeting and asked that this be 
brought to the attention of the Vale Chief Executive and Council Leader.   

 
25/90 Clerk’s Financial Report 

Mr Adamson ran through transactions from 1st September to 31st October. The balance currently 
stands at a healthy £19,935 but planned expenditure (including a second cut of the rural verges) will 
reduce this somewhat.  
The Chair was in discussion with an electrician on the arrangements for the Christmas Tree on the 
Village Green. There will be a charge for this and the new set of lights. A budget of £400 was agreed. 
The Clerk had arranged for wreaths from Abingdon RBL for Remembrance Sunday and it was agreed 
a donation of £60 would be appropriate. 
Councillors noted the position on payments and receipts as reported. There were no comments on 
the preliminary 3-year budget as presented for 2026-2029.  
 

25/91 Planning Matters 
Mrs Adamson reported as follows: 
- P23/V0798/FUL (Commercial buildings/parking etc, Lyford Business Park): Permission is subject 

to a S.106 Agreement to ensure HGVs do not access the site through the village. Lyford Parish 
Meeting has asked Vale Planners to explain why this decision has not yet been actioned. 

- P25/V1803/HH and P25/V1804/LB (Extension to Bridle Cottage): Parish Council no objection 
with advisory comment on aspects of the design. 

- P24/V2357/O (Housing scheme at Springhill Farm). Permission has been refused but no 
reference has been made to the Parish Council’s comments on increased flood risk. 

- Local Plan 20141: Inspectors’ Report advises Vale Council to withdraw the Plan but it has 
decided instead to challenge the Inspectors’ conclusions. 

- SESRO (Steventon Reservoir): this is a statutory consultation (expires 13 January) on a 
Preliminary Environmental Assessment to support an intended planning application.   

 
 



 

 

25/92 Charney Mill: Fire Risk 
Councillors approved the Fire Risk (circulated) as drafted. Two of the Actions relate to Mill Cottage 
and the Clerk will liaise further with the owners on these. 

 
25/93  Longworth Road/A420 junction (alteration to speed limit and junction layout) 
 The Parish Council’s comments had been posted on line. See also minute 25/88. 
 
25/94 Moving to a .gov.uk domain 
 Councillors agreed the recommendations in the report (nem con). 
 
25/95 Publications and Internet Policies 

Councillors agreed the two documents (circulated) and agreed that CHAFT be authorised to 
manage/edit the CHAFT section of the new website. 

 
25/96 CHAFT matters 

The CHAFT minutes of 8th October were noted. 
Congratulation are due to the organisers of the Pop-Up Pub event which had been well attended and 
enjoyed by all present. 
The latest wording of the proposed MoU was agreed.  

 
25/97 Clerk’s Correspondence 

Next year’s Abingdon Half Marathon will be held on Sunday 29th March. It was agreed that access to 
the Village Green be allowed for a First Aid/Refreshment station.   
Lyford Parish Meeting has registered concerns with Vale Planners at the fact there is no planning 
permission in place for commercial use of the modern farm buildings at Tallys Buildings. 

  
25/98 The next meeting is on Wednesday 14th January 2025 (not 7th January as first advertised) in the 

Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 09.20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Signed Chairman…………..…………………………….Date……………………..  


