
Charles Eld  
Coordinator Charney Army  
 

Year end report 2025 

The growing season has now finished so I would like to thank all those volunteers who 
have carried out the regular mowing of footpaths, verges and the Jubilee 
orchard.  Charney Army volunteers have also carried out the care and maintenance of 
the white gates and planters on the four roads which enter the village.  The two 
outstanding issues with this are the provision of the white gates on Buckland Road and 
moving the planter on the Denchworth Road to be co-located with the white gates. 

The most notable “one-off” task was the very successful litter picking exercise in April 
as part of the British Spring Clean initiative.  Volunteers also helped with the 
redecoration of the bus shelter, clearing branches from the area round the Jubilee 
Orchard, and providing support for various CHAFT events held on the Village 
Green.  There have been two recent emergency call-outs The first was when part of the 
parapet on Lyford Bridge had been hit by a vehicle and fallen in the stream.  We were 
able to provide immediate safety protection using the recently acquired traffic cones 
and some stakes and tape from the Village Hall.  The Council has now provided more 
substantial barriers and the bollards and stakes have been recovered.  The second call-
out was for a tree branch which a vehicle had brought down on the corner by the 
Charney Manor entrance.  This was moved onto the verges so that the road remained 
passable. 

During the year the Charney Army acquired six branded hi-vis jackets and six traffic 
bollards for use by volunteers when working near the road.  Apart from this, the only 
other expenditure has been on the mulching mower which was kindly donated by the 
Hamiltons and required some initial repairs.  This mower has had good use cutting 
various footpaths and round the avenue of trees in the playing field.  It would benefit 
from a professional service prior to next season which I estimate would cost around 
£150 if funds can be made available. 

The two issues to be carried forward for next year are the cutting back of the mill race 
bank on Ock Green and cutting back and mowing the Bridle Path out to the parish 
boundary.   The latter issue was discussed at the last PC meeting when a response was 
sought from OCC.  This would be a significant undertaking for the Charney Army and 
really needs to be done at the start of the growing season.   In the past the OCC 
contractors have done one mow in around June with greater or lesser success.  I am 
concerned that if the Charney Army were to take this on then the OCC would be less 
likely to do the work. 

 


