
Charney Bassett Parish Council 
 
Response to consultation by Oxfordshire County Council 
 
Reduction of speed limit on A420 east and west of junction with Pinewoods and Charney Roads 
(Parishes of Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor and Longworth). 
 
 
 
The Parish Council is pleased to have been consulted on the proposal: this junction is commonly used by 
many of our 230 residents and we are very much aware of its awful accident record. 
 
A reduction in the national speed limit (to 50 mph) on the A420 dual carriageway at this point obviously 
has the potential to reduce accidents or their severity. But changes to the road layout are also intended 
and it is not clear why a consultation on reduced speed limits is taking place in advance of, and separate 
to, these proposals being finalised. 
 
We hope to be consulted further on the changes to the road layout of this junction but hope that 
making the following points at this stage might be helpful: 
 

- Based on the plans so far presented, a lot of faith seems to be being placed on drivers’ 
willingness to comply with road markings. How many will simply drive over them (at speed) and 
give rise to an even worse accident? Road markings may not be enough and consideration 
should be given to barriers and/or bollards to force traffic into the reduced carriageway widths 
and stay there. The temptation to use the hatched areas for overtaking will otherwise always be 
there and an overtaking vehicle could easily be confronted (again at speed) with a car parked in 
a vulnerable position waiting in the central reservation to enter the restricted carriageway. 

- Whatever the layout of the road, speed will continue to be an issue and a speed camera is the 
only way that drivers are likely to adhere to the new speed limit. 

- It is difficult to escape the conclusion that by far the safest option is to install a roundabout. 
Costly yes, but lost lives even more so. And with so much development having taken place in 
Kingston/Southmoor recently, developer contributions to OCC for improvements to 
infrastructure must already be considerable. Have they really already been used up and spent 
on roads serving the village?   

- Even at 50 mph the turn off the A420 for westbound traffic at the Charney Bassett junction is 
sharp and difficult, and it is regrettable that no consideration seems to be being given to 
providing a slip road or a wider radius at this turn off. There is already a generous layby shortly 
before the junction and consideration should be given to using part of this in the design of an 
off-slip.  

 
We also question the value of an additional speed limit (40 mph) on the Faringdon and Charney Roads 
given the short distance from the roundabout to the 30 mph limit (Faringdon Road) and the even 
shorter distance (70m) between the roundabout and the A420.  
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Parish Chair  
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