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Charney Mill is owned by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) and leased to Charney Bassett Parish Council 
(the PC) - which therefore has responsibility for providing a Fire Risk Assessment for the safety of users 
of the building. Charney Mill is a timber framed building (listed grade 2) that has been restored to 
working order save for the absence of flowing water. It is occasionally open to viewing by the public and 
a small area used for storage purposes.   
 
This Assessment has been informed by the Home Office Publication ‘A Guide to making your small non-
domestic premises safe from fire’ and advice from the County Fire Officer1. It is made available to key 
holders (displayed in the building) and any contractors employed in the building. 
 
Responsible Person 
 
Trevor Brown (Parish Clerk) 
Wick Cottage 
Main Street 
Charney Bassett 
OX12 0EN 
 
parishclerk@charneybassett.org.uk 
 
01235 868282 and 07555 342 575 
 
Fire Risks 
 
SSE installed a new electric meter in August 2022 and an Electrical Installation Certificate was provided 
by Wiring Solutions Group Ltd on 28 March 2024. There are no electrical appliances in the building and 
any portable equipment taken away after use. 
 
Smoking is not allowed and the two entrance doors are kept locked when no one is in the building (to 
minimise risk of arson). No combustible materials are kept in the building and a hand pump is kept 
(ground floor) to allow excess fuel from motor mowers to be removed after use.  
 
Means of Escape 
 
The Mill is 3-storey building.  
The upper floor is accessed by ladder: no other means of escape is achievable. 
The first floor is accessible by staircase and ladder (ladder taped off during public viewings). 
The ground floor has four doorways (two to the road – locked externally; two to the Mill Cottage garden 
– locked internally).  
A floor plan of the building is displayed in the building identifying means of escape. 
Routes to external doorways are kept free from obstruction to optimise means of escape.  

 
1 Email of 23 June 2025 from Fire Safety Officer Fraser Bullen and follow up phone call of 10 July 2025 (note kept) 
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Fire Safety 
 
Fire detection devices are not provided in the building as they are not practicable in the circumstances. 
Two water Fire Extinguishers are provided (ground floor and half landing) and one CO2/Powder for 
electrical fire (half landing opposite fuse board/meter). 
Fire Extinguishers (self-maintenance) are inspected monthly and an inspection by a qualified engineer 
programmed within 5 years (November 2030). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action List 
 
‘No Smoking’ signs to be purchased and displayed 
Floor plan of building showing means of escape to be displayed 
Replace existing fire extinguishers  
Agree measures for checking fire extinguishers monthly 
Discuss and agree use of ground floor rear fire escapes to Mill Cottage garden with owners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreed by Charney Bassett Parish Council on 12 November 2025 (minute CBPC 25/10). 


