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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Charney Hall & Field Trust 

Wednesday 2nd July 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall 

 
Present Trustees  
  

Jamie Dean (Chair) 
Christine Trotman (Treasurer) 
Annabel Brown (Secretary)   

 
Elected Village representative 
Elected Village representative 
Elected Village representative 

 Evelyn Campbell 
Lucy Gildersleeves 

Parish Council representative 
St. Peter’s PCC representative 

 David Jones  
Bruce Royan 

Elected Village representative 
Field Safety Officer 
 

   
   
 
Apologies  

 
Mary Castle 
Jacquie Hamilton 

 
Parish Council representative 
Elected Village representative 

   

 
1. Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies as above. 

2.    Annabel Brown was appointed secretary for the meeting.        Proposed JD/Seconded CT Agreed 

3.  Approval of the Minutes of AGM held on 5th June 2024 as a true record.              
Proposed JD/Seconded CT Agreed 

signed as a true record by the chair 

4.  Matters arising from Minutes of AGM held on 5th June 2024 – LG referred to (7) discussing 

the possible repair of the patio door in order to acquire quotes for the work.  

5. Chair’s report 

Grateful thanks go once again to CHAFT’s committee members and the many volunteers without 
whom the charity’s work would not be possible. Thanks must also go to the Parish Council and 
the Charney Army for their continued collaboration and support. It is through this collective 
effort that our village continues to thrive. 

Village Hall Improvements 

This year saw several important upgrades to the Village Hall. A new water heater, router cabinet, 
and key safe were installed, improving both functionality and user access. Acoustic boards were 
added to enhance sound quality for events and group meetings. Broadband was introduced in 
April 2025, opening the door to wider use of the hall, including online activities and improved 
communications. Additionally, a Fire Health and Safety inspection was successfully completed, 
ensuring the hall remains safe and welcoming for all. Particular thanks must go to Christine 
Trotman and David Jones for their considerable commitment to this project. 

To further modernise operations, an electronic booking system was implemented, making it 
easier for the community to access and reserve the hall for events and activities. These 
developments support our aim to make the hall a more connected and efficient community 
hub.   
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Governance and Roles 

We marked an important transition in governance this year, with the Register of Title for 
Charney Field officially updated to name the Parish Council as custodian trustee. A similar 
update was completed for the Village Hall in February 2025, completing a process of 
administrative clarification. 

We also said a warm thank you and farewell to John Wright, who stepped down after many 
years of dedicated service as Booking Secretary. A presentation was made in October to honour 
his contributions. We welcomed Linda Ritchie into the role and look forward to working with her 
going forward. 

Charney Field and Play Park 

Routine care and safety continue to be priorities for Charney Field and the play park. This year 
included another successful clearing of the Charney Wick Ditch in November, following up on 
last year’s initial effort. These working days, supported by volunteers, remain crucial to 
maintaining the area’s accessibility and appearance. 

A formal inspection of the play park was successfully completed in early 2025. We extend our 
thanks to Bruce Royan for his continued dedication in overseeing the safety and maintenance of 
this vital space. 

Work to support and enhance the natural biodiversity on Charney Field continued this year. Our 
thanks go to Lucy Gildersleeves, Stephanie and John Wright with their team of volunteers for 
their continued efforts in managing the woodland.  In spring 2025, a new hedge was planted 
along the north side of the field by a group of volunteers and trustees. Our thanks go to all those 
who contributed their time and energy to this project. 

CHAFT continues to feel the loss of our dear friend and long-serving trustee, David Sibbert, who 
passed away in 2023. In November, we were honoured to plant a tree on Charney Field as a 
lasting tribute to his enduring contribution to the village. 

Community Engagement 

We were pleased to host a well-attended Community Fun Day in June 2025, bringing together 
residents of all ages for a day of shared enjoyment and connection. These events continue to be 
an important part of village life, offering opportunities to strengthen ties and celebrate our 
community spirit. 

CHAFT has expanded its online presence this year with the launch of a Facebook page to 
complement our existing domain (presently mostly used for emails and to support the booking 
system) (CHAFT.org). These platforms help us share updates more effectively and engage more 
easily with villagers, especially those new to the area or less familiar with our work. However, 
digitisation remains a challenge due to the number of existing village websites and the shared 
goal of providing residents with the simplest, most accessible experience possible 

Finally, I would again like to express my sincere thanks to everyone involved in the work of the 
charity. Your time, generosity, and community spirit make all the difference, and together we 
continue to ensure Charney Bassett remains a welcoming, safe, and vibrant place for all. 

 

                                                                                                                                    Jamie Dean 
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6. Approval of Annual Financial Statement 

a) Financial Statement was approved by the trustees              Proposed JD/Seconded LG Agreed  

b) Treasurer’s Report on the Annual Accounts- no questions   
 

7. Questions raised by residents  - None 

 

8. Representatives of local organisations  

The chair welcomed those nominated by, and representing their organisations, to the 

management committee for 2025/26.    

Lucy Gildersleeves  St. Peter’s Church PCC 

Evelyn Campbell  Parish Council 

 

Hopefully a further Parish Council representative will be appointed in due course. The 

trustees wished to express thanks to Mary Castle for her years of service and extend their 

further wishes for a speedy recovery from her current illness.  

 

9. Election of village representatives   

Jamie Dean, Christine Trotman, David Jones, Annabel Brown and Jacqui Hamilton offered 

themselves for election as Village Representatives.                   Proposed LG/Seconded EC Agreed 

The Chair noted all trustees (elected and organisation representatives) will need to complete 

the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Trustee.    

 
                                                                                                                                                        

Meeting closed at 7.27pm                                                            

                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                       Signed                  ______________________ 

                    

 

                                                                                                 

Date                 ______________________ 

 

 

Minutes submitted by AB 3.7.25 


