CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL 566

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 14 MAY 2025

Present: Mr D Roberts (Chair)

25/32

25/33

25/34

25/35

25/36:

25/37:

Mrs K Adamson

Mrs M Castle

Mrs E Campbell

Mr T Brown (Clerk)

Mr N Adamson (Finance Officer —for item 7)

Two members of the public attended on this occasion.

Election of Chair and Vice Chair (for coming year)
Mrs Castle proposed Mr D Roberts for Chair. This was seconded by Mrs Adamson and agreed.
Mr Roberts proposed Mrs M Castle for Vice Chair. This was seconded by Mrs Campbell and agreed.

Apologies for absence and declarations of interest
It was noted that Mr D Nellist had resigned. No declarations of interest were made.

Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 12" March 2025

The Clerk drew attention to the fact the numbering sequence was incorrect in the draft that had
been circulated. He had corrected this and the draft minutes (as corrected) were approved as a
correct record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the previous Minutes

25/19: Bird Scarers. Further research indicated that the information required by the District Council
was best submitted by individual residents as it involved subjective judgements on the impact of
noise on a particular location. This had been explained to the residents concerned. It was noted that
a complaint had been made by a resident in Denchworth to similar bird scarers some 600m from a
property and the Environmental Health Officer considered the level of noise not to be unreasonable.
25/19: Footpath 4. Following a further reminder OCC had posted a notice on the footbridge
indicating this was unstable pending repair. The notice had been damaged but was still legible.

Dates for Future Meetings

The comment was made that holding the Annual Parish Council Meeting (APCM) on the same
occasion as the Annual Village Assembly (AVA) involved a long evening for those involved in both
meetings. Much might depend on whether or not there is a guest speaker for the AVA, so the
suggested date for the APCM for 2026 should perhaps be kept under review. With this proviso, the
dates as circulated were agreed.

Responsibilities and Appointments

The suggested responsibilities (previously circulated) were agreed with the following provisos:

- Mrs M Castle to be responsible for the Emergency Plan;

- Representation on CHAFT and the Joint Liaison Group to be considered at the next meeting;

- Mr D Roberts to be the only Councillor on the Road Safety Group for the time being;

- Mrs E Campbell to be the Lead on the Communications Group;

- Vacancies for Neighbourhood Watch, Faringdon East Neighbourhood Action Group and the
Pothole Superhero to be re-advertised.



25/38

25/39

25/40

Clerk’s Financial Report

Mr Adamson ran through the transactions to 315 March. Those from 1% April would be reported to

the July meeting. The end of year balance stood at £11,747 and was almost exactly as budgeted for

at the start of the year.

The Clerk reported that since the last meeting a spend of £66.31 on a newly donated mulching

mower had been authorised and this was noted. Also, that future expenditure on replacement fire

extinguishers for Charney Mill would be necessary.

Mr Adamson then ran through the audit process for the end of year accounts and the various

recommendations as laid out in the report. These were approved ‘en bloc’ as follows:

(1) Recent transactions (grey areas — Tables 1 and 2) were noted.

(2)  The position on Specific Reserves (£2,669) was noted.

(3) That the Council exempts itself from the process of External Audit (page 3 of AGAR — as
circulated).

(4) The Internal Auditor’s Report (page 4 of AGAR — circulated) to be noted.

(5) That the Annual Governance Statement (page 5 of AGAR — circulated) be endorsed for
signature by the Chairman and Clerk.

(6) That the Statement of Accounts (page 6 of AGAR — circulated) as presented by the RFO are
acceptable for signature by the Chairman.

(7) That the 30 (working) day period during which the public can exercise their right to inspect the
accounts and accounting records (as summarised in the completed AGAR forms) should
commence on 3rd June 2025.

(8) That the amendments to and updating of the Risk Assessment and Asset Register be noted.

(9) That the position on the Financial Regulations update be noted.

(10) That no change be made to the Reserves Policy as set out.

(11) That the Council’s Employment and Public Liability insurance policy with Zurich be renewed
(for the period to 31°* May 2026) on the terms set out.

Planning Matters

Mrs Adamson reported as follows:

- P25/V0407/LB (Alterations to porch support: Charney Mill): Vale Approval.

- P24/V1152/FUL (New dwelling, Eastfield Farm, Gainfield): Still no decision.

- P23/V2673/FUL (Denchworth Solar Farm): Allowed on Appeal. There is concern that a route for
construction traffic had been left for further approval by the Vale Council. The Clerk would
contact the County Councillor to make sure the Highway Authority maintained its opposition to
such traffic using Longworth Road and travelling through the village.

- P23/Vv0798/FUL (Commercial buildings/parking etc, Lyford Business Park): The Vale Planning
Officer has reported a hold up in the signing of the S.106 Agreement that is intended to ensure
that HGVs do not access the site through the village.

- P24/v2614/S73 (Enlarged building (Retrospective): Blenheim Field): A further plan now shows a
number of windows in the building. There should be conditions precluding future residential use
and a requirement for an adequate pipe to carry the roadside ditch under the site access.

- P24/V1896/FUL (Storage/repair of shipping containers etc: Long Meadow Barn, Denchworth):
Still no decision.

Parish Councillor Vacancy

The Clerk will post a notice as required to confirm that a vacancy exists following the resignation of
Clir. D Nellist. Subject to confirmation by the Vale Council the vacancy can be filled by ‘Casual
Vacancy’. An item in Charney Chatter will invite expressions of interest and a further report will be
brought to the July meeting.
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Charney to Pusey Bridlepath

Application has been made by the British Horse Society to add a bridleway from Charney to Pusey to
the Definitive Map. This involves a change to the status of part footpath 1 (Charney to Cherbury
Camp) from footpath to bridleway and a new connection to Pusey. The application cites various old
maps as evidence that this bridleway existed and should therefore be added to the Definitive Map.
This is not something the Lost Paths Group has been investigating but the application may have
relevance to the work it is currently doing. The application is likely to take some time to process and
the Parish Council can make comment on it any stage. The Lost Paths Group will seek more
information from BHS and consider if further action/comment is merited.

Moving to a .Gov.Uk domain
It was agreed to support the further work referred to in the report and to adopt the Publications
Policy pending any changes necessitated by a move to a .gov.uk domain.

Buckland Road White Gates

The County Council has confirmed it can finance the installation of gates if purchased by the Parish
Council. A further quote has been obtained from Glasdon UK and it was agreed this was acceptable
and within budget. The Clerk will liaise further with OCC on implementation and a support post for a
MVAS to replace the old 30 mph post.

Charney Mill

The Clerk has obtained a quote for a replacement support post for the porch canopy should it not be
possible to retain the existing post as part of the stabilisation work. It was agreed to accept the
guote and to authorise the work to take place.

CHAFT matters
The draft minutes of the CHAFT meeting of 23™ April were noted. The Clerk will mention the
possibility of a grant being available should the clock be repaired rather than removed.

Clerk’s Correspondence

An offer has been made to donate two ‘Silent Soldiers’ for use as part of Remembrance. If accepted,
this raises questions on location, fixing, timing of deployment, storage etc. A comment was made
that rather than consider a temporary display, the soldiers could be made a permanent feature on
the Village Green by the War Memorial (there are permanent displays at Kingston Bagpuize and
Stanford-in-the-Vale). The Clerk will discuss these issues further with the anonymous doner.

Charlie Maynard MP wishes to meet village representatives as part of a walk he is undertaking on
30" May from Goosey to Fyfield. The Clerk will liaise further with the Chair on how best this request
can be accommodated.

The next meeting is on Wednesday 9" July 2025 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10 pm.

Chairman



