CHARNEY BASSETT
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00 PM ON WEDNESDAY 14" MAY 2025

Present: Included were Mrs K Adamson, Mr N Adamson, Mr T Brown, Mrs E Campbell,
Mrs M Castle, Mr S Champion, Mr C Eld, Ms H Frankland, Mrs R Gerring, Mr M Gooding,
Mrs J Ingram-Johnson, Mrs K Ingram-Johnson, Mr D Jones, Mr R Podd, Mr D Roberts,
Mr J Wright + one new resident (Buckland Road).

Apologies: Mr | Graham

APA/25/01 Introduction and Welcome
David Roberts chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. He explained this was an
open meeting separate to that of the Parish Council that would take place later in the evening.

APA/25/02 Talk on Scams by Age UK (Oxfordshire)

Mandy Massom of Age UK (Oxfordshire) gave a talk on common scams and pitfalls that everyone should
be aware of. She distributed information packs and explained that her talk had been made possible
through funding from Lloyds Bank. A 40-page booklet covered a variety of common scams with useful
phone numbers including a hotline (dial 159) for banking emergencies. All present showed their
appreciation for a very informative talk with a warm round of applause.

APA/25/03 Matters Arising from the 2024 Assembly
The draft minutes of the meeting had been posted on the village website and approved at the July
meeting of the Parish Council. There were no matters arising.

APA 25/04 Parish Council report

David Roberts’ report is posted on-line with these minutes. In thanking the many volunteers who
contribute to village life, he made particular mention of the contribution by David Nellist who was
standing down from the Parish Council after many years’ service. He also drew attention to the work of
the new Communications Team in disseminating information to residents through Charney Chatter and
occasional interim bulletins. He remarked on the likelihood of Oxfordshire being required to absorb yet
more housing growth in future but that in Charney we are likely to stay much the same as we are still
designated as ‘Open Countryside’ in the emerging Vale of White Horse Local Plan.

APA 25/05 County Councillor report

Mr Lee Evans (Conservative) has been elected to serve as Councillor for the Kingston and Stanford
Division. He had apologised for having to miss this meeting but had submitted a written report
(published on the village website) in which he sees his early priorities as trying to bring about
improvements to the standard of maintenance of local roads and tackling the increasing problem of
HGV movements in villages such as Charney. He is holding his next Street Surgery on the Village Green
on Saturday 14" June at 10.00 am and intends to attend Parish Council meetings as regularly as he can.

APA 25/06 District Councillor report
There was no report from lJill Raynor.



APA 25/07 Village Groups and Organisations

David Jones reported for the Charney Hall and Field Trust (CHAFT) which owns and manages the Village
Hall and Charney Field. He referred to improvements that had been made to the Hall and further
improvements that were under consideration. The Charity is very keen to recruit more trustees to help
with the work involved in running these key village facilities.

For Charney and Lyford Education Trust (CLET) Mary Castle referred to a number of recent awards and
that applications can be made to help children and younger adults with funding for educational projects.
Mike Gooding (Chair of Charney and Lyford Allotment Partnership (CLAP)) reported that all of the new
allotments were being tended. Despite the installation of rabbit proof fencing on 3 of the 4 boundaries
rabbits had become a problem. A new hedge had been planted on the common boundary with Charney
Field and plans were being developed for a communal shed.

Charles Eld reported that he had been unable to trace the hi-viz jackets previously purchased by the
Charney Army so new jackets had been purchased and he would keep them for use by volunteers on
project days. The litter picking weekend had produced 30 bags of rubbish and the Vale’s Waste Team
had been very supportive of the event. Mr and Mrs Hamilton had kindly donated a mulching mower and
for a small outlay this had been fully restored and has already been put to good use.

lan Graham submitted a written report for the History and Archaeology Group which had met on

26" February and was aiming to organise test pits over the weekend of 21/22 June. The History website
currently ran to 152 pages and was being constantly added to.

Evelyn Campbell explained the work of the Communications Group and encouraged residents to submit
anything of interest to the editors (Tracey Burge and Helen Frankland) via the new email address of
charneychatter@gmail.com.

Steve Champion (for the Charney Mill Group) thanked those that had helped clean the building and
open it to the public on 10/11 May. There had been 48 visitors and donations of £73.11 had been made.
He was currently re-coating the external walls of the building but reported a particular challenge in
dealing with the upper sections since Peter Hawkins had now moved away from the village.

David Roberts reported that the Road Safety Group was now looking at providing White Gates and a
support post for a MVAS unit at the Buckland Road entrance. Rosemary McClintock continues to
organise monthly Speedwatch sessions and 115 speeding vehicles in the village will have resulted in
each owner receiving a warning letter from Thames Valley Police (TVP). There are currently 9 volunteers
and the more we have the better.

Trevor Brown reported that the Lost Footpaths Group is continuing to investigate several paths that
appear on old maps but were never not designated as public footpaths. An application has recently been
submitted for the inclusion of a bridlepath from Charney to Pusey on the Definitive Map and the Parish
Council will consider whether or not to make comment on this to the County Council.

APA 25/08 Information Exchange
Richard Podd reported that TVP had set up a speed trap by the telephone box a few weeks ago and had
apprehended several speeding motorists.

APA 25/09 Date of next meeting
Wednesday 13 May 2026 in the Village Hall.

Y11= OO David Roberts (9™ July 2025)
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