CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Report 2024/2025 May 14" 2025

I have had the honour of being the Parish Council’s Chairman for the past 11 years. This
is the second report of my third term’s tenure.

While my report can present an air of repetition from year to year, it points to the fact
that in Charney Bassett we are very fortunate to experience relative stability in our way
of operating, against a backdrop of total uncertainty in world and local matters.

In Oxfordshire, there are proposals to move from a two-tier system of county and
district councils to a unitary authority structure. This means that the existing five district
councils (Cherwell, Oxford City, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse, and West
Oxfordshire) would be abolished, and their functions would be combined with the
existing Oxfordshire County Council into one or more new unitary councils. The
government is expected to decide on the final structure by 2028 at the earliest. How this
affects our method of operating remains to be seen.

Financial

As is the usual practice, the report sets out the way the Parish Council has conducted its
business on your behalf over the past 12 months.

Council expenditure comes from a precept on the Vale of White Horse District Council
and derives its income from Council Tax. The PC proposed and agreed a reduction to the
precept from £11,500 to £10,500 for the coming year 2025/26. While this figure was
higher than anticipated, it did cover for 1) unseen costs emerging at the eleventh hour
(MVAS Warranty extension and increased spend on Mill repairs) and 2) general reserves
covering the cost of our non-discretionary spending.

| am pleased to say that, through the excellent work of The Clerk and Nick Adamson, our
Financial Officer, controlling both receipts and expenditure, and good housekeeping in
general, our accounts have been well managed. We are also indebted to Brian Trotman,
our Internal Auditor, who has maintained a watching brief over our activities for the
past year, and we are pleased he has agreed to continue in his role for a further 12
months.

| am also delighted to say that Nick Adamson is willing to continue in the role of



Financial Officer for the coming year.

Emerging Local Plan and Planning

With the South Oxfordshire and Vale joint plan 2041 reaching the enquiry stage, the
initial hearings will begin in June. Any relevant data arising will be passed on to
respective Parishes.

The submitted plan proposes no change to our classification status (Open Countryside)
so we anticipate minimum disruption within our boundaries. Outside these, and
effectively beyond our control, becomes a different scene altogether. However, where
we believe our input will have a beneficial effect on local ‘issues,” we will continue to
provide support and activity, where appropriate.

Planning applications for the development of existing properties have continued
throughout the year, and the aim is always for this to be in keeping with the character of
the village. The McBains development remains unresolved a year on from the initial
discussions. Planning permission has been granted for a housing development, and
ground conditions are being assessed. We are hopeful for a satisfactory outcome.

Kay, in her role of Planning Coordinator for the PC, has been particularly active in
keeping her eye on all developments, including those outside the village which seem to
be unresolved - Lyford Business Park, Blenheim Field, Long Meadow Barn to name but
3. She has managed these admirably, calling in the necessary assistance from Trevor,
when necessary.

We thank her for her significant contribution to all matters involving local development
projects.

The Playing field and surrounding area.

Last year | referred to the pending development of the area north of the playing field
where it was anticipated that, with a lease issued by OCC, the land could be developed
for allotment usage.

This acquisition and Lease approval (Jan 2024 )was the single biggest project for the
Parish Council in 2023/4. At least 10 plot holders are aiming to benefit from this year’s
first full term of activity.

Mike Gooding has accepted responsibility for heading up the management team of the
CLAP committee. The next step is to investigate financial support for additional items



such as a shed and improvements to the current water supply.

The Charney Army

| am delighted to report that Charles Eld is making a strong recovery from a serious
operation and has agreed to continue in his role as “Head of the Army’ for this year’s
activities.

Thank you to all those volunteers who make such a difference in continuing to maintain
the high standards. Volunteers are always welcome!

Road Safety Group

With increased vehicle activity through our village, the onus on speed control becomes
even more prevalent. While not everyone agrees with the 20mph restriction, we are
here to assess the change and improve safety standards.

The Speedwatch team, ably organised by Rosemary McLintock, maintain a continuous
presence and our thanks to her for organising the sessions and the volunteers who
brave conditions and occasional abuse!

MVAS. (Motorised vehicle activated signs) We aim to move these units’ positions every
6 weeks - a legal requirement. Our thanks to Steve Champion, Peter Hawkins , Mike
Gooding and Steve Campbell for this unenviable task! Pete has moved on, so a repeated
plea to any able bodied person willing to assist will make the task a little easier.

Village Support

It is always impossible to mention all the people who help to make the village such a
nice place to live. Our village welcomes new faces, our community spirit continues
unabated and thanks must go to all those who have volunteered their help and support
in times of need.

This time last year, following Amanda’s and Steph’s decision to step down from
‘Charney Chatter’, we were struggling to find a team of people willing to continue with
the production and editing of the magazine. | am delighted to report that Tracey Burge
and Helen Franklin, our new editors, are settling in to the task, supported by Hugh
Taylor and his considerable IT skills. Our grateful thanks to you all.



The village community are benefitting from the fruits of your labour!

There are many other key groups and individuals that work tirelessly to maintain the
village’s high standards. A special mention must go to Brian Trotman who
singlehandedly takes it upon himself to keep the Jubilee Orchard in wonderful
condition. Thank you, Brian.

Amanda Graham is now responsible for editing The Village website ; the History Group is
headed up by lan Graham and Steve Champion continues with the upkeep of the Mill
and maintenance of the MVAS system.

Our thanks to them all for their contributions.

Conclusion

| reiterate what | said last year when it comes to heading up the Parish Council. It is only
as good as its elected Councillors, and | am very fortunate to have a strong unified team
Thank you to you all for your continued contributions and support.

I make no apologies in referring once again to our very special Parish Clerk, Trevor
Brown, for all the work he has carried out on the Council’s behalf over the past 12
months.

And finally, a special tribute to David Nellist who has decided to resign from the
committee with immediate effect. David has been my Vice Chairman for the past 11
years and has contributed strongly in his supportive role. We wish him well in his
retirement and know he will continue to maintain an interest in all things ‘Charney.’

| am very privileged to head up the Charney Bassett Parish Council. Thank you to all
involved, both past and present, for the support and hard work you give on behalf of the
residents of Charney Bassett.

David Roberts
Charney Bassett Parish Council Chairman.
May 14th 2025



