
 

 

  CHARNEY BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL                                  560 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 8th January 2025 
 
Present: Mr D Roberts (Chair) 

  Mrs E Campbell 
  Mrs M Castle 
  Mr T Brown (Clerk) 

   Mr N Adamson (Finance Officer – for item 8)        
   
  Two members of the public attended on this occasion. 

 
25/01 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest 

Mrs K Adamson and Mr D Nellist sent apologies and were unable to attend. No declarations of 
interest were made. 

 
25/02 Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th November 2024 

The draft minutes of the meeting (previously circulated) were approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair. 

  
25/03  Matters Arising from the previous Minutes  

24/85: Lost Paths Group. The Government deadline of 2031 has been abolished. The work of the 
Group as previously advised is on-going. 
24/85: Scams Awareness. Age UK (Oxfordshire) were available to do their presentation at the Annual 
Village Assembly on 14th May 2025. The Clerk would complete a form to confirm the booking.   
24/86: The Clerk had written to Brakspears Brewery but no response had been received. 
24/93: A link to allow residents to register for the Environment Agency’s Flood Alerts had been 
provided in December’s Charney Chatter.  
24/95: Mrs Castle thanked those who had helped set up and take down the Christmas Tree on the 
Village Green and in particular Peter Hawkins and David Harman. She also advised that Peter Busby 
had offered a donation of £93 (being the residue of funds held by the Theatre Group). It was agreed 
that this be gratefully received and ring-fenced to help finance new lights for the coming year.    
 

25/04: Information Exchange    
A resident from Goosey Wick had queried whether the Parish Council had helped in organising the 
speed trap that had been set up by Thames Valley Police in the village on 21st December. They 
pointed out that of the 9 residents responding to the County Council’s consultation on the 20-mph 
speed limit only 6 were objections, that there appeared to have been inadequate consultation on 
the reduction in the speed limit and that the previous 30 mph limit should not have been changed 
(e.g. Charney had no school and no zebra crossing). In discussion, the Clerk confirmed that the Parish 
Council had had no prior knowledge of the TVP operation, that Road Safety had been identified as 
residents’ main priority in consultation on the Community-led plan (2017) and that a consultation 
undertaken by the Parish Council via Charney Chatter prior to the County Council laying the Order 
for the 20 mph limit had resulted in 57 responses – 82.5% being in support of the new limit.  
Mr Lee Evans introduced himself as the Conservative candidate for the Kingston and Stanford 
Division in May’s County Council election. The Division comprises 11 villages including Charney. He 
spoke about the proposed residential development at Springhill, Southmoor (to which the Parish 
Council has also objected), what might be done in future on flooding (particularly where roads such 
as A417 are affected) and the all too familiar road safety concerns on A420. He will be holding a 
‘Speed Surgery’ in the village shortly and will distribute notification leaflets in advance.           



 

 

 
 
25/05 County Councillor’s Report 

Juliette Ash had forwarded an advisory note from the County Council on the recent cold snap.    
 
25/06 District Councillor’s Report 
 No report had been received from Jill Raynor. 
 
25/07 Clerk’s Financial Report 

Mr Adamson ran through transactions to the end of December. The current balance stands at 
£13,257 and we are on course to meet our expected end of year total as set in the 2024-25 budget. 
He ran through the proposed budget for 2025-26, which differed to that presented in November in 
so far as it accommodated additional expenditure of £470 per annum (for this and the next 2 years) 
for an extended warranty on our two Movable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS). The Clerk also 
explained the circumstances in which it may be necessary to spend more than is currently expected 
to fix the roof to the porch of the Mill. After discussion it was agreed that extended warranty cover 
for the MVAS was prudent, and that the precept be set at £10,500. Although this was higher than 
envisaged in November’s preliminary budget it still resulted in a reduction of £1,000 from last year 
(2024-25). The charge on a Band D property would thus amount to £67.96. This compared to the 
charge of £55.30 that was made in 2023-24 and was much in line with inflation for the period. 
It was thereby resolved to:    

 
a. Note the position on payments and receipts (paras 2-6);  

b. Take out an extended warranty on the MVAS equipment; 

c. Approve the Budget for 2025-26 (table 4); 

d. Approve the Precept of £10,500 for 2025-26; 

e. Note the intention to widen the scope of the listed building application for the Mill repair;  

f. Agree donations of £40 to those charities supported in 2023-24 (details as circulated). 

25/08 Planning Matters 
Consideration was given to various planning applications as follows: 

a) P24/V2646/LB (Alteration to approved scheme: Goosey Wick Farmhouse): No objection; 
b) P24/V2664/HH and P24/V2665/LB (Internal/external alterations: Hillside): No objections; 
c) P24/V1152/FUL (New dwelling, Eastfield Farm, Gainfield): objection lodged – awaiting 

decision by District Council. 
d) P23/V0798/FUL (Commercial buildings/parking etc, Lyford Business Park): concerns raised at 

HGV movements – awaiting decision by District Council. 
e) P17/V2341/FUL (Blenheim Field, Denchworth Road): status of building/use – awaiting 

outcome of District Council investigation; 
f) P24/V1896/FUL (Storage/repair of shipping containers etc: Long Meadow Barn, 

Denchworth): concerns raised at HGV movements – awaiting decision from District Council. 
 

25/09 Jubilee Orchard/Ock Green. 
A survey of the condition of the boundary walls had identified small areas that require short-term 
attention. Further information on ownership of one of the walls had been requested. It was also 
noted that a roadside power line had come down and that Scottish and Southern Electric had 
responded quickly to fix the line. This had resulted in the lopping of several of trees that bordered 
the road. Many of the lopped branches had been left in the Orchard and on the roadside verge and 
had been cleared by Charney Army. Thanks go to Harry Bowler for taking away that which could not 
be readily logged.   

 



 

 

25/10 Government White Paper on reform of Local Government  
It was noted that the White Paper appeared to advocate the creation of larger scale unitary 
authorities but there were no specific proposals yet for Oxfordshire. The only mention made about 
the future role of Town and Parish Councils is as follows: 
“ We know people value the role of governance at the community scale and that can be a concern 
when local government is reorganised. We will therefore want to see stronger community 
arrangements when reorganisation happens in the way councils engage at a neighbourhood or area 
level. We will also rewire the relationship between town and parish councils and principal Local 
Authorities, strengthening expectations on engagement and community voice.” 

  
25/11 National Highways and Transport Public Satisfaction Survey 2024-25 (Consultation). 

The Chairman will complete this. Opportunity is provided to comment on the state of our local 
roads. The County Council expects the results of the survey to help in its bid for government funding. 

 
25/12 Personnel Sub-Committee 

The Sub-Committee will meet on conclusion of this meeting to agree the Clerk’s annual salary and 
related staffing issues. 

 
25/13 CHAFT issues 

Draft minutes of the meeting of 25th November 2024: (re:items 6/12 and 9) advice from the website 
hosting provider is being chased.  
Hall and Field Property Titles: the outcome of the application to the Land Registry to amend the 
Village Hall title is still awaited. 

 
25/14 Clerk’s Correspondence 

A village resident had written to draw attention to BT’s intention to switch the present landline 
service to its VOIP system (Digital Voice) within the next few weeks. The new service needs mains 
power to function so calls during a power outage can only be made by a mobile phone. Residents in 
areas where there is a weak signal are advised to contact BT. The resident had expressed concerns 
and was advised that BT would provide a UPS that would keep the router working for an hour so any 
call to the emergency services could be made. Residents are able to request that the switch to digital 
voice is deferred but the switch will still be made at a later point and the only option seems to be to 
seek a provider with a better level of service. Mrs Campbell reported that she had contacted BT to 
express similar concerns and registered to delay the switch. She had also been advised to register a 
complaint if dissatisfied, which she had been allowed to do as part of the same call. She had gained 
the impression that others were already making the same point and that only if sufficient complaints 
were made might something be done. It was agreed to include an item on this in Charney Chatter. 
The Clerk had reported damage to some of the posts comprising the highway barrier on the north 
side of Ock Bridge. He displayed a photo supplied by the County Council of a barrier of similar 
appearance installed in Childrey. The black and white posts were of recycled plastic with a single 
galvanised metal bar. Agreed that the County Council be informed this would be acceptable. 
The organiser of the Village Facebook page has advised that a poll is being run to see if members 
would like to see a Parish Council presence on the page. The results of the poll are to be provided.    

 
25/15 The next meeting is on Wednesday 12th March 2025 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm. 
 
 

 
Signed…………..……………………………………….Date……………………..Chairman 


